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‘John Lynch: A Football Life’ premieres Dec. 24 
on the NFL Network with in-depth interview

The NFL and NFLPA have been 
engaged with our medical advi-
sors to address the emergence of 
the new Omicron variant and 
how to stop the spread to ensure 
we keep everyone safe and com-
plete the remainder of the season 
responsibly. The intensive proto-
cols implemented last week and 
the rescheduling of three games 
were designed to stop the trans-

 MEMPHIS, Tenn., Dec. 20, 
2021– The Tigers ended the 2021 
portion of their schedule with a 
bang as they cruised to a 71-54 
win over Nicholls State and kept 
their unbeaten streak in the Elma 
Roane Fieldhouse alive. 
  
Following the win, Memphis 
moves to 9-2 overall. 
  
Freshman Makaiya Brooks, who 
had a career day, got the Tiger of-
fense rolling with back-to-back 
three-pointers to give Memphis 
the 11-7 lead. Buckets from 
Madison Griggs and Lanetta Wil-
liams in the final minute of the 

NY., N.Y. - The 10th season of 
the Emmy-nominated and highly 
acclaimed NFL Films-produced 
series A Football Life concludes 
Friday, December 24 at 9:00 PM 
ET and PT on NFL Network with 
a profile of Pro Football Hall of 
Fame safety and current San 
Francisco 49ers general manager 
John Lynch. The one-hour show 
features sit-down interviews with 
Lynch, former teammates such as 
Derrick Brooks and Warren 
Sapp, former coaches such as 
Mike Tomlin, Herm Edwards and 
Tony Dungy, and others. 
 
Among the topics discussed in 
John Lynch: A Football Life in-
clude: 
 
His induction into the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame in 2021 
Growing up idolizing John 
Elway 
Switching positions from quar-
terback to safety at Stanford Uni-
versity and the impact of Bill 
Walsh 
His 15-year playing career with 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and 
Denver Broncos 
His broadcasting career with 
FOX and his current position as 
San Francisco 49ers general 
manager 
Emmy-nominated actor Josh 
Charles narrates. 
 
John Lynch: A Football Life in-
cludes interviews with the fol-
lowing people: 
 
John Lynch 
Linda Lynch – Wife 
John Lynch, Sr. – Father 
Cathy Lynch – Mother 
Lilly, Jake, Lindsay & Leah – 
Children 
Derrick Brooks – Pro Football 

UofM Tigers close out 2021 
with big win over Colonels  

quarter would give Memphis a 
15-9 advantage heading into the 
second frame. 
  The Tigers opened up shop in 
second quarter getting 24 points 
from their offense, including 
three combined three-pointers 
from Brooks and Griggs. They 
would take their largest lead of 
the half at 15 after Coriah Beck 

Hall of Fame linebacker and 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers team-
mate 
Warren Sapp – Pro Football 
Hall of Fame defensive tackle 
and Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
teammate 
Tony Dungy – Pro Football Hall 
of Famer and former Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers head coach 
Mike Tomlin – Former Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers defensive backs 
coach 
Herm Edwards – Former Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers defensive backs 
coach 
Kyle Shanahan – San Francisco 
49ers head coach 
David Shaw – Stanford Univer-
sity teammate 
Condoleezza Rice – Former 
Stanford University provost 
Ira Kaufman – Tampa sports-
writer 
 
 Below are some select quotes 
from John Lynch: A Football 
Life: 
 
- "I'd get on that field and all of a 
sudden I could become a differ-
ent person…You could go live 
free and that's what football al-
lowed me to do. Yes, a lot of hard 
work went into that but you're ex-
posed to people and experiences 
that you otherwise never would 
have had an opportunity." – John 
Lynch 
 
- "The manner in which John 
[Lynch] played, it echoed. It was 
on tape. His reputation preceded 

him and that reputation was well 
earned." – Mike Tomlin 
 
- "There is an extra bit of force 
and explosion that it almost 
sounds like there is no cloth be-
tween the pads…It's unmistak-
able." – David Shaw on the 
sound of a John Lynch hit 
 
- "That was a career-changer for 
me because my mindset changed. 
Sometimes I think the lesson is it 
takes other people to believe in 
you before you can actually be-
lieve to that level in yourself." –  
John Lynch on being voted De-
fensive Team Captain 
 
- "I was extremely happy to see 
him reinvent himself, not just 
with a different team but in 
another conference at another po-
sition and still be as effective." –  
Derrick Brooks on John Lynch 
with the Denver Broncos 
 
- "He didn't want to do it to be fa-
mous, he didn't want to do it to 
get his name back out there – he 
wanted to do it for one reason: to 
win a championship." – Kyle 
Shanahan on John Lynch be-
coming the San Francisco 49ers 
general manager 
 
- "He is going to be one of the 
really great front office people in 
NFL history because he's bring-
ing a kind of creativity and will-
ingness to take risks." – 
Condoleezza Rice 
 
- "I was in the game in terms of 
calling it. I loved every bit of it, 
but at the end of a broadcast there 
was no scoreboard. The thrill of 
victory, the agony of defeat – you 
miss that." – John Lynch on his 
broadcasting career 
 

All NFL Network programming 
– including episodes of A Foot-
ball Life – is available across 
multiple devices (smartphone, 
PC, tablet and connected TVs) 
through the NFL app and NFL 
Network app for subscribers of 
participating NFL Network pro-
viders. Visit NFL.com/watch for 
more information on how to 
watch. 
 NFL Media is comprised of NFL 
Network, NFL RedZone, NFL 
Films, NFL.com, the NFL app 
and streaming service, the NFL 
Channel. 
 Seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, fans turn to 
NFL Network to receive infor-
mation and insight straight from 
the field, team headquarters, 
league offices and everywhere 
the NFL is making news. 
Launched in 2003, NFL Network 
gives fans unprecedented year-
round inside access to all NFL 
events, including the Super 
Bowl, Playoffs, regular season, 
preseason, Pro Bowl, Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame induction 
weekend, NFL Draft, NFL 
Scouting Combine, Senior Bowl, 
league meetings, minicamps and 
training camps. 
 
 For fans on the go, all NFL Net-
work programming can be 
streamed live through the NFL 
app and NFL Network app on 
smartphones, tablets, PCs and 
connected TV devices (Amazon 
Fire TV, Android TV, Apple TV, 
PlayStation 4, Roku and Xbox 
One).  
 
Access is available for NFL Net-
work subscribers of participating 
TV providers. For more infor-
mation, go to NFL.com/nflnet-
work. 

"I was extremely happy to 
see him reinvent himself, 
not just with a different 
team but in another confer-
ence at another position 
and still be as effective.

mission of the virus and play this 
week's games safely. After this 
weekend's games, we have 
agreed to put into place a new set 
of protocols, which will include 
a more targeted testing plan, 
more flexibility for players to at-
tend meetings virtually and also 
a high-risk player opt-out for the 
remainder of the season. 
 

The Tigers opened up shop in 
second quarter getting 24 
points from their offense, in-
cluding three combined three-
pointers from Brooks and 
Griggs. They would take their 
largest lead of the half at 15 
after Coriah Beck and Aliyah 
Green scored on consecutive 
trips down the floor. 

and Aliyah Green scored on con-
secutive trips down the floor. 
  
Following three made buckets 
from Nicholls would cut into the 
Tiger’s lead, but Griggs would 
sink her first three-pointer of the 
game with 33 seconds left in the 
half to make it a 39-27 lead. 
  
After the Colonels cut their defi-
cit to as little as seven in the third 
quarter, Memphis would finish 
the game on a 9-4 run the in-
cluded a three-pointer from the 
top of the key from Alana Davis 
with 2:17 remaining in the game. 
  
Memphis would finish the game 
with two made free throws from 
Beck to secure the 71-54 win. 
  
Makaiya Brooks and Jamirah 
Shutes led the way for Memphis 
with 12 points each while Madi-
son Griggs chipped in eight 
points. Both Alana Davis and La-
netta Williams pulled down a 
team high six rebounds as the 
Tigers outrebounded Nicholls 
44-30. 
  
As a team, Memphis shot just 
over 41% from the field and sank 
eight three-pointers. 
  The Tigers will be back in ac-
tion after the holiday break when 
they open American Athletic 
Conference play at South Florida 
on January 2. Tip-off is sched-
uled for 1 p.m. CT. 
  How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Basketball, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and  Facebook. 

differentiating resource for Tiger 
Athletics will be leadership an-
nual giving. We need to continue 
to challenge ourselves to think 
big.” 
 Since the program’s soft launch 
in the spring of 2021, the TLC 
has helped secure annually recur-
ring unrestricted gifts totaling 
over $2 million. The initial goal 
is to raise $4 million in annually 
recurring unrestricted gifts by 
June 2023.  
 For more information, interested 

Memphis Athletics hits TLC 
goal early ... from sports page 3 

donors can visit www.GoTig-
ersGo.com/TigerLeadershipCir-
cle or contact Blair DeBord, 
Associate Athletics Director for 
Development, at 
bdebord@memphis.edu or 
901.678.2334. 
  
For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Athletics, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the department’s social 
media channels on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook.  

SPRO continues support of college anglers for 
2022 season with Collegiate Bass Fishing Series

 From The Fishing 
Wire.com 

 
SAN ANTONIO, TX (December 
16, 2021) – SPRO continues its 
support of college anglers for the 
2022 season through a continu-
ing partnership with the Associ-
ation of Collegiate Anglers and 
the Collegiate Bass Fishing 
Series. Throughout the 2022 sea-
son, SPRO will receive extensive 
promotion of its wide range of 

baits through both digital and tel-
evision promotion.  Students will 
also benefit from a discount pur-
chase program that will provide 
college anglers with 35% off to 
stock up on professional grade 
baits and tackle to take their 
game to the next level. 
“College fishing continues to 
grow by leaps and bounds and 
we love introducing SPRO pro-

ducts to this angler group.  We 
are signing pro anglers now to 
our pro staff that were part of 
these college programs just a few 
years ago, so it is certainly a great 
route for anglers to advance in 
tournament competition.  We are 
pleased to be a partner in college 
fishing again in 2022 and believe 
our products will help them catch 
more fish in competition this sea-
son,” Syd Rives, Sales Manager. 
From topwater frogs, to deep div-
ing crankbaits, and everything in 
between, SPRO covers each level 
of the water column to help com-
petitive collegiate anglers be suc-
cessful on the water.  Over the 
past year, SPRO has added to its 
extensive line of products with 
numerous new hardbaits and top-
water frogs. 
One of the newest additions to 
the SPRO family of baits is the 
Flappin’ Frog.  The bait is com-
prised of a new floating elas-
tomer material.  This material is 
soft, allowing for a better hook up 
ratio and natural movement along 

the surface of the water.  A ver-
satile bait that can be fished in 
open water or through the thick-
est vegetation, the Flappin’ Frog 
is a must-have for anglers of all 
skill levels. 
–Two New Color Selections 
Added to the SPRO McStick 115 
Lineup 
 More information on the 2022 
SPRO Collegiate Discount Pro-
gram can be found  and     For 
more information about the full 
SPRO lineup of products, visit 
www.spro.com. 
 For more information about the 
Bass Pro Shops Collegiate Bass 
Fishing Series, please visit 
www.CollegiateBassChampion-
ship.com. 
The Association of Collegiate 
Anglers (ACA), a division of 
CarecoTV, is a tournament or-
ganization created to facilitate 
growth, development, and struc-
ture within competitive colle-
giate bass fishing.  The ACA 
created the original BoatUS Col-
legiate Bass Fishing Series,17 

“College fishing continues to 
grow by leaps and bounds 
and we love introducing 
SPRO products to this angler 
group.  We are signing pro 
anglers now to our pro staff 
that were part of these col-
lege programs just a few 
years ago, so it is certainly a 
great route for anglers to ad-
vance in tournament compe-
tition...” said Syd Rives, 
Sales Manager. 

seasons ago, which has evolved 
into the Bass Pro Shops Colle-
giate Bass Fishing Series which 
is now the longest-running colle-
giate bass fishing series in exis-
tence.  The ACA lineup of major 
college fishing events includes a 
variety of events nationwide that 
are multi-day events all of which 
are televised on several networks 
as well as streamed on a variety 
of connected platforms.  The 
ACA also provides support to 
dozens of schools operating re-
gional events nationwide and 
owns the Bass Pro Shops Colle-
giate Bass Fishing Series, Bass 
Pro Shops School of Year pre-
sented by Abu Garcia Program, 
and associated assets.   Thanks in 
part to the large diversity of 
media exposure Careco offers the 
ACA provides the largest amount 
of televised and streaming cover-
age of any collegiate fishing 
series with dedicated program-
ming on several television net-
works ranging from Discovery 
Channel, CBS Sports, NBC, Pur-
suit Channel, World Fishing Net-
work, as well as other regional 
and national networks.   For more 
information on Bass Pro Shops, 
visit www.BassProShops.com.  
For more information on Care-
coTV, visit www.CarecoTV.com. 

Joint  Statement from NFL & 
NFLPA on COVID Protocols

Kelce named one of AFC Players 
of Week ... from sports 3
Player of the Week award and is 
the first-ever Kansas City tight 
end to earn the honor. He is the 
first tight end to win the award in 
the AFC since Rob Gronkowski 
(Week 15, 2017). 
He is the first former Cincinnati 
Bearcat to win the award since 
1990. 
 
DEFENSE: LB DARIUS 
LEONARD, INDIANAPOLIS 
COLTS 
Leonard recorded 10 tackles, one 
tackle for loss, a forced fumble 
and an interception in the Colts’ 
27-17 win over the Patriots. He 
is the only player in the league 
with 10 tackles, an interception 
and a forced fumble in a single 
game this season. 
 Also accomplishing the feat in 
Week 6, he is the only player in 
the league to register a force 
fumble and interception in two 
separate games this season. 
This is the fourth Defensive 
Player of the Week award for 
Leonard. 

Leonard joins Dwight Freeney 
(five-time winner) and Robert 
Mathis (five-time winner) as the 
only Colts players to win Defen-
sive Player of the Week at least 
four times. 
 
SPECIAL TEAMS: DB TRE-
MON SMITH, HOUSTON 
TEXANS 
Smith returned two kickoffs for 
121 yards, including a 98-yard 
kick return touchdown, in Hous-
ton’s 30-16 win over Jackson-
ville. He also recorded a special 
teams tackles and downed a punt 
inside the five-yard line in the 
fourth quarter. He was the only 
player to return a kickoff for a 
touchdown in Week 15. 
This is the first Special Teams 
Player of the Week award for 
Smith, making him the first 
player from Central Arkansas to 
win the award. 
 
He is the first Houston player to 
win the award since Angelo 
Blackson (Week 15, 2019).


